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was a certain amount of rioting here and there in
Paris and in the provinces, but nothing to alarm a
stubborn Minister ; and the King firmly believed that
like Macbeth he could make his will avouch any
course of action he thought fit to adopt. But even
the King must have been profoundly impressed by
the conspiracy of silence which seemed to surround
him whenever he made his appearance in public.
Furthermore, there were close observers in the higher
ranks of the army itself who began to be more and
more convinced from day to day that the troops could
not be relied upon to act against the citizens of
Paris.

The King still complacently hoped for the best,
according to his interpretation of the word. There
had been an expedition to Algiers in consequence of
a quarrel between the French Government and the
Dey of Algiers, and the latest military exploit of the
Bourbons had been the conquest of the territory
which we now know as Algeria. The King was
possessed by the hope that the glory of this conquest
would be enough to turn away public contention from
any minor questions at home such as that of liberty
of the Press, and the right of public speech ; but the
conquest of Algiers was not quite like one of
Napoleon's victories, and the public of France kept
on clamouring for reform without seeming to concern
themselves about the new annexation of territory.
Then again, to make matters worse for the King,
there had been a bad winter and spring, the supplies v
of food were stinted, and the mere throwing out of
employment of the vast number of workers who